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Medicine initiative. The purpose of the 
Food as Medicine campaign is to edu-
cate local and national leaders, aca-
demics and citizens about the value of 
nutrition services for those fighting 
disease. 

We have the information we need to 
make great strides in recognizing the 
therapeutic effects of nutrition for 
those living with life-threatening ill-
nesses, and I urge my colleagues to 
work together to ensure that all criti-
cally ill Americans have access to food 
and nutrition therapy as part of their 
treatment plans. These services im-
prove the efficacy of medications and 
the quality of life of those suffering 
and their families. It is a simple but 
crucial step in improving the quality of 
health care in this country. 

f 

ACCOUNTABILITY IN CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentlewoman from Kan-
sas (Mrs. BOYDA) is recognized during 
morning-hour debate for 3 minutes. 

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in strong support of ac-
countability in Congress. This year, 
taxpayers will pay the retirement ben-
efits for Dan Rostenkowski, Duke 
Cunningham and Bob Ney. What do 
these men have in common? All are re-
tired Members of the U.S. House of 
Representatives. All are convicted 
criminals. Each abused his office by 
committing fraud, bribery or con-
spiracy, and each was found guilty in 
Federal court. 

Despite their convictions, these three 
representatives and over a dozen other 
former lawmakers remain eligible to 
draw taxpayer-funded pensions for 
their service. The exact amount of the 
payments vary, of course, but the aver-
age is about $47,000 per year. That’s 
more than the average American 
makes. Let me tell you, it’s certainly 
more than the average Kansan makes. 
Certainly a lot more than the average 
person in the Second District of Kansas 
makes. 

Mr. Speaker, when the new majority 
was sworn into the House of Represent-
atives, we had a clear mandate from 
Americans—End the scandals. Clean up 
Congress. We’ve already taken mean-
ingful first steps toward reform. In our 
first days, we passed an ethics package 
that banned Members from accepting 
gifts from lobbyists. We blocked rep-
resentatives from flying on corporate 
jets. And we prevented Congressmen 
from pressuring businesspeople to fire 
or hire for political reasons. 

That last one to me is especially im-
portant. Before this Congress, our Con-
gressmen were out there actually influ-
encing people and saying, if you don’t 
agree with my politics, we’re asking 
you to hire or fire businesspeople. It 
was so wrong. 

But our work is not done and it never 
will be done as long as convicted crimi-
nals can draw a congressional pension. 
Congress can and should revoke the 

pensions of convicted lawmakers. But 
for decades now, even as payments 
have totaled millions of dollars, this 
body has quietly ignored the problem. 
But no longer. Today, the bill we will 
consider this afternoon incorporates 
legislation that I authored to strip the 
pensions of these crooked lawmakers. 
The final bill also sets limits on the so- 
called revolving door of lawmakers 
who are turning into lobbyists, and it 
imposes financial disclosure require-
ments on the lobbying industry. Sun-
light is the best disinfectant and we 
need a whole lot more transparency 
still. 

Taken together, these changes rep-
resent the most significant ethics over-
haul to pass the Congress in decades. I 
urge my colleagues to support this leg-
islation. By enacting these sweeping 
reforms, Congress can begin to recover 
from the long years of scandal and cor-
ruption. Congress can begin to earn 
back Americans’ trust. 

f 

ETHICS REFORM 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. HILL) is recognized during morn-
ing-hour debate for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, when I was 
campaigning last year for this seat in 
Congress, we talked about a lot of 
issues. We talked about Iraq. We talked 
about global warming. But we also 
talked about a very important issue on 
ethics. Ethics in Congress. It is dis-
appointing to me that people in Indi-
ana and around the country don’t have 
a lot of respect for Members of Con-
gress. I think our approval rating right 
now is at 23 percent. And one of the 
reasons why the approval rate is at 23 
percent is because we’re not doing a 
very good job in Congress in inves-
tigating the wrongdoings of a few 
Members. 

And I want to emphasize it’s just a 
few Members. Because most Members 
in this August body are honorable peo-
ple. But there are a few that are spoil-
ing the basket. We need to do a better 
job of policing the Congress of the 
United States. And so one of the things 
that I have done and one of the cam-
paign promises that I want to keep 
that I made during the campaign last 
year is making sure that we clean up 
our act in Congress. One of the ways 
that we do that is changing the way we 
govern ourselves here in Congress. 
Right now in Congress, the Ethics 
Committee has a hard time with inves-
tigating Members of Congress because 
they are our colleagues. It’s kind of 
like investigating members of your 
own family. It’s hard to do. It’s just 
natural that Members of Congress are 
reluctant to investigate the 
wrongdoings of their own Members. 
And so I think we need a change. We 
need to have an independent body of 
members who are investigating the 
minor wrongdoings of Members of Con-
gress. And so I propose and have intro-

duced legislation that would set up a 
new committee of Congress, of former 
Members of Congress who know this in-
stitution, who respect this institution, 
who will do the investigations that 
need to be done about a few Members of 
Congress who are misbehaving. 

This new body would have subpoena 
powers. They would have all the powers 
that the present Ethics Committee has 
to them now, but they would be inde-
pendent. And that’s what we need. We 
need an independent committee that 
would investigate the wrongdoings of a 
few Members of Congress. We need to 
make this bipartisan. We need to re-
store the respect and honor of this Con-
gress. A 23 percent approval rating is 
not acceptable and we need to do a bet-
ter job. I believe that having former 
Members of Congress on a committee 
to investigate the wrongdoings of a 
few, and I emphasize a few Members of 
Congress, is the way to go. We need to 
make progress on this. We need to do 
this. We’re going into the August re-
cess. I hope that when we come back 
after the August recess that we will ac-
tually implement and pass into law an 
independent body of former Members of 
Congress to investigate those people 
who are doing what they should not be 
doing and that we can get about the 
business of restoring the integrity of 
Congress. I think it’s very important. 

I’ve been in politics for 20 years. It’s 
an honor for me to serve in this body, 
and to think that only 23 percent of the 
people have faith and confidence in the 
Congress is not acceptable. I believe 
that setting up an independent com-
mittee of former Members of Congress 
can help at least restore some of the 
integrity that we have lost in Con-
gress. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 10 
a.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 25 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
until 10 a.m. 

f 

b 1000 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order at 10 a.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Reverend Richard D. Turpin, 
Second Baptist Church, Catskill, New 
York, offered the following prayer: 

Our Father and our God, Creator and 
everlasting Redeemer, we come asking 
Your Holy presence to be with us 
today. We are filled with great joy that 
You allowed us to gather here this 
morning. We thank You for being our 
protector of lasting nights lying down 
and the guidance of this morning’s sun-
rise. 

Father, we ask Your Holy Spirit to 
bless the work of this day and bless the 
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governing body of this House to be on 
one accord in spirit and in truth. So 
every plan, every proposal, every deci-
sion would be orchestrated by Your 
presence. 

Lord, I ask You to be kind and grace-
ful, and place a hedge of love and pa-
tience around the families in the 
homes of these, Your leaders, while 
they’re doing the assigned work of our 
Nation. 

Father, we ask Your peace where 
there is war, love where there is anger, 
and joy where there is sorrow. And we 
place it now in Your hands and trust it 
to be so. 

And we pray this prayer in the name 
that is above all names, Jesus, our 
Lord. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote 
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING THE REVEREND 
RICHARD D. TURPIN 

(Mrs. GILLIBRAND asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the Reverend 
Richard David Turpin, who has so elo-
quently provided the blessing to open 
the House this day. 

Reverend Turpin serves as the pastor 
of the Second Baptist Church in beau-
tiful Catskill, New York, just across 
the Hudson River from my home in 
New York’s 20th Congressional Dis-

trict. And I welcome his beautiful fam-
ily, who has joined us in the gallery. 

The Reverend is a native of New 
York’s capital region and has been an 
influential force in the Catskill com-
munity since he assumed his current 
position in the Second Baptist Church 
in 2000. 

As preacher and counselor for the 
prison ministry at Albany Correctional 
Facility, chaplain for the Albany Res-
cue Mission, president of the Hudson 
River Frontier Missionary Baptist As-
sociation Laymen Ministry, and ath-
letic coordinator for the Youth Depart-
ment of the Empire Missionary Baptist 
Convention, Reverend Turpin has 
touched the lives of young and old 
throughout upstate New York. 

I thank him for his service to our dis-
trict, for his dedication to his faith, 
and for taking the time to travel with 
his family from Clifton Park to address 
the House of Representatives today. 

f 

LOBBYING REFORM 

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, last 
year, we promised to break the link be-
tween lobbyists and legislators here in 
Washington and to fundamentally 
change the culture of corruption that 
has become accepted practice here. 
This new law is on the doorstep of be-
coming law. 

Today, we will pass this bill that 
fixes an institutional problem with an 
institutional solution. Our bill man-
dates unprecedented disclosure of lob-
bying activities and turns the spotlight 
on special interests who have grown 
too comfortable with their special ac-
cess. 

Most importantly, our legislation 
levels the playing field between the 
special interests and the voters. When 
the gavel comes down on the Speaker’s 
podium, it is intended to open the peo-
ple’s House, not the auction house. 

The American people, and not paid 
lobbyists on behalf of the special inter-
ests, should have access to their gov-
ernment 365 days a year. Election day 
should not just be a formality. 

Now the Senate must do its work and 
pass this legislation. Americans have 
waited long enough for this Congress to 
pass real lobbying reform. It is time to 
turn this bill into law and give the 
American people a government as good 
as its people. 

f 

100 YEARS OF SCOUTING 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, today marks the 100th year of 
the Boy Scouts. On August 1, 1907, Rob-
ert Baden-Powell, along with 20 young 
men, opened a camp at Brownsea Is-
land, England. Since that day, Scout-
ing has been responsible for inspiring 

more than 300 million individuals from 
over 216 countries and territories. The 
role and mission behind Scouting is to 
create an education program that pro-
motes common ideals such as loyalty 
and honor. 

Scouting has achieved success with 
dedicated adult volunteers who encour-
age young people to be constructive 
citizens. As the grateful father of four 
Eagle Scouts, encouraged by my wife, 
Roxanne, I have seen firsthand the 
positive influence of Scouting. 

Four years ago today, I participated 
in my second backpacking trek at 
Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico. 
I wish the Boy Scouts a happy 100th 
birthday and congratulate them on 
their 21st World Scout Jamboree. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1495, 
WATER RESOURCES DEVELOP-
MENT ACT OF 2007 

Mr. OBERSTAR submitted the fol-
lowing conference report and state-
ment on the bill (H.R. 1495) to provide 
for the conservation and development 
of water and related resources, to au-
thorize the Secretary of the Army to 
construct various projects for improve-
ments to rivers and harbors of the 
United States, and for other purposes: 

CONFERENCE REPORT (H. REPT. 110–280) 
The committee of conference on the dis-

agreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 
1495), to provide for the conservation and de-
velopment of water and related resources, to 
authorize the Secretary of the Army to con-
struct various projects for improvements to 
rivers and harbors of the United States, and 
for other purposes, having met, after full and 
free conference, have agreed to recommend 
and do recommend to their respective Houses 
as follows: 

That the House recede from its disagree-
ment to the amendment of the Senate and 
agree to the same with an amendment as fol-
lows: 

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted by the Senate amendment, insert the 
following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Water Resources Development Act of 2007’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.— 

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Definition of Secretary. 

TITLE I—WATER RESOURCES PROJECTS 
Sec. 1001. Project authorizations. 
Sec. 1002. Small projects for flood damage re-

duction. 
Sec. 1003. Small projects for emergency 

streambank protection. 
Sec. 1004. Small projects for navigation. 
Sec. 1005. Small projects for improvement of the 

quality of the environment. 
Sec. 1006. Small projects for aquatic ecosystem 

restoration. 
Sec. 1007. Small projects for shoreline protec-

tion. 
Sec. 1008. Small projects for snagging and sedi-

ment removal. 
Sec. 1009. Small projects to prevent or mitigate 

damage caused by navigation 
projects. 

Sec. 1010. Small projects for aquatic plant con-
trol. 
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